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Review at a Glance

What is it?

24-bit/192kHz audio interface.

What does it do?

two mic pres, four analog inputs, eight analog outputs, S/PDIF I/O & MIDI I/O.

Who would use it?

Compatible with all popular DAW software.

How does it sound? 

Very good.  Octane mic pres are great.

What is so great about it?

Can also be used in standalone mode as a two-channel preamp.

What is not so great about it?

Encoder for main output volume.

Review summary?

At $399 this is a great standalone two channel mic pre or audio interface.  Highly recommended.

Introduction

Recently I decided it was time to upgrade some of my recording equipment.  Specifically I needed to improve my microphone preamp, my A/D-D/A converters and my vocal microphone.  I record mostly acoustic guitars, electric guitars and vocals.  I’ve been a Pro Tools guy for a long time.  Lately I’ve been using M-Powered Pro Tools with an M-Audio Firewire 410.  I record two 2x12 tube combo amps using a pair of Audix i5 mics feeding the Firewire 410's mic pre's along with an Audio Technica AT3035 plugged into a  Joe Meek ThreeQ  channel strip. Updating from the FW410 to the new ProFire 610 interface was a logica choice.  In the eight years since the development of the FW410, A/D-D/A development has improved greatly.  The ProFire 610 also includes the hifi preamps from M-Audio's Octane/AD converter box.  I've used the Octane eight-channel preamp before and was very impressed.

So how does it sound?

As I wanted to upgrade my microphone too, I had acquired a Blue Baby Bottle, a Mojave M200 tube mic and Mojave M201FET mic for testing.  The first thing I realized is that my AT3035 is nowhere near the quality of these microphones.  I paused my testing just long enough to post my AT3035 on Ebay!  These Octane mic pres sound great.  Additionally, I mic pres from Universal Audio, Golden Age and Focusrite on hand  for testing and these held their own just fine.  While the Octane preamps had their own flavor, I didn’t find them to be of lesser quality at all.  This is a good place to point out that the ProFire 610 can be used as a standalone mic pre!  When the unit is not connected connected to the computer analog inputs 1&2 are automatically routed to analog outputs 1&2 and the S/PDIF output.  At $399 The ProFire 610 is certainly worth it for just the Octane preamps!

I checked the A/D converters and S/PDIF input with other mic pres and everything worked perfectly.  MIDI I/O also worked as expected.  I'm happy to say that the headphone amplifier gave my Sennheiser HD-280 headphones plenty of volume.  The ProFire 610 actually provides two headphone outputs with their own volume controls.  The main output volume control is actually an assignable encoder.  Peronally I find that using an assignable encoder for the main output volume provides nothing but confusion and jumpy volume levels.  I just turn it up all the way and leave it and use a TC Electronic Level Pilot for smoother control.

Conclusion

I’m really happy with my upgrade.  Everything sounds better. With a street price of $399, the ProFire 610 is a great deal. You’ll have to spend quite a bit of money to get better mic pres than the included Octane preamps.  If you need more inputs, M-Audio also offers the ProFire 2626 with 8 Octane preamps and two ADAT inputs for expansion at a street price of only $699.  I can’t recommend these highly enough.  As a Pro Tools user, these interfaces are better than anything Digidesign offers for twice the price.

